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From Rebecca  DEC EVENTS  

I write this on a dark November Monday morning. Rain is coming in sheets sideways 

and thunder pushes poor Hedwig further into her dog nest under the table.  

All of us are figuring out how to reconfigure Thanksgiving and in so doing, I think we are 

getting ever closer to its essence... of thanks living. That is, living each day in gratitude 

for life itself, for love and moments of forgiveness and grace. But I'm also thinking about 

the coming season of Advent. 

God was in our beginning and God is at our ending. And within those two mysteries, 

there is Emmanuel, which is of course, "God with us." God is with us throughout our 

journeys...the God of creation and the God of eternal grace.  And God walks with us in 

our journeys in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Paul Scherer writes, if this vision of God does not move and drive and pull and tug and 

wrench and twist and hold and stride and walk off grimly after God, it is nothing. We stul-

tify it when we use it as a solace and no more. We prostitute it when we hitch it to some 

private little enterprise against headaches....This is to take the power of God that swings 

the stars in orbits and ask it to do nothing but household chores. 

Life may not always be easy. And 2020 has certainly proven that. But, remember, the 

God who swings the stars into orbits also cares about you, dear friend...and carries you 

gently on strong arms of love and care....Jesus has come so we might have life and 

have it abundantly. We have only to meet the life we are given, greet it with glad shouts 

and reach out to others of God's flock with care and compassion in God's presence. 

And now, the rain has stopped for a time. No rainbow, but the promise of lifting clouds -- 

reminders of Emmanuel....God with us...wherever we are. So, Hedwig and I are going 

out to greet the day! Fear and trembling are left under her table. O come, o come, Em-

manuel! 

With my prayers for A Good Advent, in joy filled waiting, to you and yours, 

Rebecca 

Stewardship Moment 

 

What a difference a year makes. Last    

December we were looking forward to 

Christmas at Central, the Carol Service,  

the Childrenôs Pageant, the Christmas Eve  

candlelight service. Life was festive, busy, 

and spent with family and friends. Then 

enter the pandemic, and our lives look 

much different. 

Throughout this challenging year, Central 

has remained a constant in our lives. Ser-

vice continues, committees meet, and our 

clergy and church staff have continued to 

do the important work of Central. We have 

remained open for each other. 

Remaining open is vital and necessary to 

sustain our community of faith, whether in 

the midst of a pandemic or not. The vital 

work of our church requires the support of 

each of us. The lights must stay on, the 

sanctuary must remain warm, clergy and 

staff must be paid, mission works must 

continue.  

As you reflect this holiday season on the 

gifts we each have been received, please 

consider your gift to Central during next 

yearôs Stewardship Campaign. As Maya 

Angelou said, ñWhen we give cheerfully 

and accept gracefully, everyone is 

blessed.ò Please give graciously to spread 

blessings to us all. 

Wishing you a happy, safe and heathy 

Christmas. 
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2 Gallery Committee 9:30 am 
 

3 Rebeccaôs Book Group 12:30 pm 
 

5  Womenôs Retreat Group 7 pm 
 

6 Stewardship Committee 9:15 am 

 Church School 9:30 am 
 Middle School Class 10:15 am 
 Worship 10:30 am 
 Confirmation Class 11 am 
 Adult Sunday school 6 pm 
 NEOS 6 pm 
 WORD  7 pm 
 

7 Technology Committee 7 pm 
 

8 Deacons Meeting 5:45 pm 
 

10 Re-Imagining Chapel Hall 6 pm 

 Food for Thought 7 pm 
 

12  Womenôs Retreat Group 7 pm 
  

13 Church School 9:30 am 

 Middle School Class 10:15 am 
 Worship 10:30 am 
 Confirmation Class 11 am 
 Adult Sunday school 6 pm 
  

14 Christmas Memorial Names Due 5 pm 
 

15 Plant & Properties 5:45 pam 

 Prudential Meeting 7 pm 
  

19 Womenôs Retreat Group 7 pm 
  

20 Church School 9:30 am 

 Middle School Class 10:15 am 
 Worship/Childrenôs Pageant 10:30 am 
 Confirmation Class 11 am 
 Carol Service 4 pm 
 Adult Sunday school 6 pm 
 NEOS 6 pm 
 WORD  7 pm 
 

24 Christmas Eve Worship 5:30 pm 
   

26 Womenôs Retreat Group 7 pm 
 

27 Church School 9:30 am 

 Middle School Class 10:15 am 
 Worship 10:30 am 
 Confirmation Class 11 am 
 
 
The church office will be closed Friday,  
Dec. 25 for Christmas Day. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deaconõs Bench 

 As we draw near the end of 2020, the 

stock market has emerged from its earlier 

pandemic-induced slump and has re-

turned to robust levels.  If you own shares 

of marketable stock that have participated 

in this rally, and if donation of such shares 

makes sense in your year-end tax plan-

ning, Central Congregational would be 

most appreciative of any such gifts. 

In order to donate appreciated securities 

to Central Congregational Church, please 

contact either of the Churchôs Co-

Treasurers (Mary F. Hazeltine and Win-

field Major) via phone (401-648-0784) or 

email (mhazeltine@centralchurch.us or 

wmajor@centralchurch.us) to discuss the 

process for making such donations. 

Thank you for considering Central       

Congregational Church. 

Treasurer Note 

December is usually about the well-known birthday of Baby Jesus.   But this De-

cember, please allow me to lift up another special observance:  My Central friend, 

Irene Cloutier, will celebrate her 95th birthday!  Irene is a constant inspiration, with 

international interests and a colorful fashion sense. 

This year of the Covid-19 pandemic brings our attention to elders such as         

Irene. Their years of experience and long memories provide balance to our      

wide-ranging community. 

For me, Centralôs expert Parliamentarian Bill Claflin is also a senior inspiration 

(perhaps you can name other friends too?).  A few years ago when I became an 

inexperienced new Committee chairperson, I was often grateful for Billôs mentoring 

presence.  This November, deacon Peter Woodberry also reminisced about   

transporting Bill to the election polls, where they enjoyed sharing their civic duty. 

This fall every deacon has cherished a special link:  Each deacon writes to a   

Central member who either lives in a nursing home, or who may have simply lost 

touch with our church.  We assure these special friends that they are not forgot-

ten.  Other enduring networks include Centralôs Calling Committee, and the ARK 

circle (Acts of Random Kindness).   We rely on you, our readers, to expand these 

daily networks of grace. 

Our United Church of Christ denomination enfolds every age worldwide ï newborn 

to centenarians ï as we join the eternal  Hallelujah Chorus! 

Merry Christmas to all ages, 

May Grant 

Seeking a Church Home? 

If youôre looking for a church ï or know 

someone who is ï weôd love to talk with 

you about it at our Inquirersô Meeting.  

Itôs very informal.  Youôll meet with our 

senior minister, Rebecca Spencer, and 

others like you who think Central may 

be the right church home.  No commit-

ment necessary.  To join us, fill out a 

pew card during Sunday Worship or 

phone the Office at 401-331-1960 and 

Rebecca will get in touch. 

Inquirersô Meeting* 

Wednesday, January 22, 7 pm 

Faith Exploration* 

Tuesday, January 26, 7 pm 

New Member Sunday:  February 2 

*These meetings are held in the Fire-

place Room of Central Church. 

In Memoriam 

Our prayers and sympathy are with 
Mary Marran and her family on the 
death of her mother, Lillian Bailey. 

Our prayers and sympathy are with 
the friends and family of Susan 
Gibson, the wife of the former 
minister of our church, Raymond 

Gibson. Requiescat in pace. 

Christmas Worship 

We love our holiday traditions because 

they draw us closer and fix our eyes on 

Jesus. This year, weôre re-thinking and     

re-designing our favorite events to provide 

space for social distancing. 

¶ Childrenõs Pageant: CCC Youth plan 

and conduct this virtual Christmas 

pageant tailored for families of all  

ages. Sunday, Dec. 20, 10:30 am 

¶ Carol Service: Start Christmas week  

with our inspiring and music-filled  

Carol Service. Sunday, Dec. 20, 4 pm 

¶ Christmas Eve: A traditional service 

celebrating the miracle of Jesus' birth. 

Thursday, Dec. 24, 5:30 pm 

Save the date for a zoom presentation by 

Kevin Budris, Attorney at the Conservation 

Law Foundation on The Zero Waste Pro-

ject, Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 7 pm.  

This presentation originally to be held at 

Central and hosted by the Perennial Plant-

ers Garden Club, will still be available to 

you via zoom. Watch for details in the  

coming bulletins!  

Zero Waste Project 
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